Field Experiences

Our popular Natureand WildlifeTours
areoffered December through April, to such
exciting destinationsas Everglades National Park,
Merritt Idand Nationa Wildlife Refuge, and
Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary. If you areabirder,
aphotographer, or just haveaninterest in our
natural world, you should belooking forward to
joining any or al of thesefield excursons, guided

by our own staff naturdists.

L oop Road Nature Trails

The Loop Road Nature Trails afford the
opportunity to experience local ecosystems “up
close and persona”. Led by our Interpretive
Naturalists, these walking tours through an
Oak Hammock, Pine-Pametto Scrub, and
Fresh Water Marsh will open the door to
nature’s classroom. Schedule a Nature Trall
Walk along with your On-Site Tour! Nature
Walks are suitable for groups from Grade 6
through Adult.

Scheduling I nfor mation

To schedule any Educationa Program,
just call our office. If no oneisavailable,
please leave a message. Be sure to include your
name, the name of your school or organization,
and your work and home telephone numbers
with the best times to reach you.

Charges

The Wildlife Hospital is funded entirely
by grants and private contributions from the
community. Providing and presenting Environ-
mental Outreach Programs is an expensive
endeavor, so we must charge aminimal fee for
our presentations to help defray our expenses.

Live Animal Programs

One of the greatest challenges to be faced
in the sustainability of wild things and wild
placesis finding ways to make our natural
environment directly meaningful to people.
Thisis especially true in our expanding sub-
urbs and urban areas, where people are rapidly
losing contact with nature. Even more critical
is providing factual, unbiased information to
the thousands of new residents who annually
make Florida their home. One way in which
we can help people develop a greater sense of
thelir relationship to the natural world isto
provide them with the opportunity and the
guidance to interpret what they see, hear, and
feel in the outdoors.

Our educational programs serve al ages
and segments of the community: students and
teachers, clubs and civic groups, business and
community leaders, families, seniors, and
south Florida visitors. They provide educa-
tional, scientific, cultural, and recreational
benefits to the community, while helping to
instill far-reaching values.

Most importantly, these programs help to
ensure that present and future generations of
young people can learn to understand their
natural heritage, and develop the attitudes and
beliefs that are necessary if south Florida's
living and nonliving resources are to be pre-
served.

On-Site Tours

Guided Tours of our facility in Palm City
are temporarily unavailable. Stay in touch as
we create the new Treasure Coast Wildlife
Center!
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Live Animal Presentations for Schools & Groups

Our Outreach Presentations are designed to make the natural environ-
ment accessible to groups that are unable to take advantage of our Field
Experiences. These presentations are unique because of the use of live na
tive wildlife. Animals such as the Great Horned Owl, Red-Tailed
Hawk, Opossum, Gopher Tortoise, Indigo Snake, American Alligator and
others are brought to the program location. The use of live animals allows
the audience a wonderful opportunity to learn about and experience the
natural history of south Florida. Outreach presentations are available for
groups of al ages, and can be adapted to fit the needs or the curriculum of
each individual group. Some suggested programs appear below.

These programs focus on and explore a variety of topics which in-
clude: threatened and endangered species; ecology and ecosystems; habitat
and habitat destruction; problems caused by the introduction of exotic spe-
cies; food chains and food webs; urban wildlife; and other related subjects.

Outreach presentations can be made at schools, meeting places, local
parks, or other locations of your choice. These presentations are ideally
suited for school groups, scout troops, clubs, community and adult organi-
zations, and summer camps. For more information, call our office at 772-
286-6200 or visit www.TCWH.org

On-Site Tours conducted at TCWH, plus Nature Walks and Other Field
Experiences at various locations are described on the reverse of this page.

General Wildlife
Grades: K - Adult

This program will explore the incredible

variety of creatures found g. 5
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Backyard Wildlife
Grades: 1 - Adult

Friend or foe? The ani-
mals that call our back
yards home are harm-
less and often beneficial.
This program will focus on the different wild
animals that can be found
around our homes and
gardens.
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Dinosaurs of the Everglades
Grades: 2 - Adult

Turtles, crocodilians, and snakes are the
living reptiles of our present day world.
This presentation will look at the unusual
characteristics that

have allowed these .
animals to survive vir-
tually unchanged for
millions of years.

Hunters of the Wind and Hunters
of the Night

Grades: 2 - Adult

This program focuses on the unique vari-
ety of birds of prey, the
hunters of the sky: hawks,
owls, vultures, falcons and
eagles. The adaptations
these birds have devel-
oped for hearing, sight,
hunting and flight will be
discussed.

Endangered Species of Florida
Grades: 3 - Adult

Florida has one of the largest number of
endangered species of any state in the
U.S. This program will discuss
the reasons the animals of
our state have become so
rare, and what is being
done to help preserve
them and their habitats.

Wild Animals For Tots
Grades: Pre K - 2

These are simplified programs designed
to provide hands-on learning experiences
to younger children. Presentations cover
topics similar to the
programs listed
above, and will be
customized to suit
your particular age

group.




